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BRITAIN IN
A BOTTLE

A VISITOR’S GUIDE TO THE BREWERIES,
CIDER MILLS, DISTILLERIES AND

VINEYARDS OF GREAT BRITAIN

The latest in the bestselling ‘Bradt on Britain’ series is a unique,
comprehensive and colourful guide to over 340 breweries, cider
mills, vineyards and distilleries which open their doors to visitors.

KEY SALES POINTS

¢ 1.9 million people visited Scottish distilleries in 2017, up over
11% on the previous year
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A VISITOR'S GUIDE

DISTILLERIES | BREWERIES | VINEYARDS | CIDER MILLS

o With a record grape harvest in UK 2018, English wine has well
and truly arrived. English Wine Week is held every year in May
and last year over 150 vineyards took part.

e Expert authors: Ted Bruning previously of the Good Beer Guide, and Rupert Wheeler,ex-Managing Editor of Whisky Magazine

e Easy-to-use guide, with clear maps

e Each entry includes descriptions, contact details and opening times

BRITAIN N A BOTTLE: ENGLAND

ST AUSTELL

ORNWALL'S BIGGEST BREWERY IS

s
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Above: The entrace o thenteractive brewingexpriece which reveas the ecets ehind 1

tAustellmay be ane of Comwallsbigger towns,
butis certanly notone o s pretiet, nor ane

ofits morehistorc The rather fine parish church

is 15th century but a far as medievallandmarks

goes that i, St Austell didn' even have a market
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nd. ithas none of the
q ling heritage of more favoured
Comnish towns. Don'tbe put of, though: there
plntyof chocolate-box orperhaps fudge-ti
Austelltle porta few milesof,Charestown,

quaintness and was  favouriteocaton or
Poldark; and the Eden Project s oly two e
away
ButSt Austelselfget s rather dour
character fom s industial past. Tregooth nearby
was oneofthe regon' biggest i mines from
themid 18thcentury to mode times, and
china day deposts hee gavethe town a ew and
generoussourc o prospertyn the 19th century.
The ndustry characteristc conical sai-heaps,
theso-called Cornish Als, aretilla feature of the
distictand have alsohad their moments of TV
fame:inthe black-and-white 1960, worked-out
Comish daypts egularystood i or alien planets
in Dr Who.

The brewery owests fortune to St Ausells
Victorian boom years. It oes back 0 1851 when
Toca farmer Wate ks founded a matings,
whichsafamilar enoughstory: in mid century
thealnetworkwas sl evalving, and orgrowing
townsit matde more sense o supply loca brewers
withocal maltthantohaul t from distant arts.
And perhaps i the founders background as a
maltste that as inluenced thecharacterofthe
house beers.Thebest-known, Tribute, Proper ob,
and HSD, describe themselves perfectly fary 25
pale ales bt theres a warming maltnessto them
thatevokes hard bourersand their
need for calories. Even among the more ecent and
aaft-influenced addiions to the range thereare
malty delights - Ruby Jack ed ale and Mena Dhu
Comishstout.

Hicks — agan, ke many thers n his
situaion —took the next tep and boughta pub

CORNWALL AND DEVON

thete st much competiton he id welland
in 1867 bough the London In an Market et
wihich e eplaced with an mpresive four-store
team brewery whose shel, Tregonnisey Hose,
you anstllsee today
Hicks so0n grew outof is new home. The
town's continuing growth and thelack o
Competiton necesiated the construction of
today’s much bigger brew
towerbrewery of the sort that was springing up
allover the county: water and malt were pumped
and hauled by steam power up to the top, and
eachstepin thebrewing processtook place ona
successivelylower floor You might think,
approach s ather stern gry stone bul, that
its ltde forbidding, but you couldtbe more
StAustellwas an eary adopter of the dea
stomers n o see and hear the
tory behind what they werecrinking and today
theteis an absarbing visiorcentre nduding a
shop,the welcoming Hicks bar and restauran, and
interactve brewing exibiton and there ar tree
grades of rewery touryou can book  each one
induding a complimentary Conish pasy.

GRAPE VARIETIES PLANTED Principally cold-
dimate vaieties including Bachus, Ortega,
Reichensteiner and Rondo; ls Pinot Noir
and Chardonnay.

WINES Range ofupto 19 indudingseven
stllwhitewines twodessert wines, 210,
thee red wine,and seven btte-fermented
sparking white wines
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WHAT'S BREWING?

THE INSIDE WORKINGS OF THE MASHTUN
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its meant 0 do. Let us enlighten
and as the tou gide

and what happ

in breweres ar, at heart, jus

you may allow yourself a smirk, Because you
already

DENBIES WINE ESTATE

BRITAIN'S LARGEST VINEYARI

£, London Rd, Dorking R
N 1700 daily (de

Abow

D\me\’mw‘ sta
place of superlati
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ambitious: that first planting totaled 30 acre

which wasten times more than a ot o established

ations. And now i far and away the
es on the estates total o
And it must be one the most beautiful
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newly-formed lctose. The water must ot be
boilng, or the dastatc enzyme that completes
the conversion will not function. The resulting
maltoserich syrup vl then be bolled with th
died flowers of Humulus lupulus and dosed with
Saccar ae or any similar fungus
This will fst reproduce rapcly, producing a thick
dark foam, and will hen start digestingthe sugars
in the g equal volumes of (02
andethanol,

“MOST THINGS IN BREWERIES, ARE
AT HEART, JUST GIANT BUCKETS™

dinoa g
for you to drink. Tastes better than it sounds,

No

on, and

sprayed with more hot water o extractthe last of
the maltose

parging,from the Ltin aspergere,

Idion orcoppertsall brought

9boi, and in gothe hops, Wonderful

ol and dimate as their
opposite. numbers in the Champagne. region
ofran

“THE GREAT VISITOR CENTRE, BUILT FROM
SCRATCH AT A COST OF £3.3 MILLION AND
REMINISCENT OF CUBITT'S
DEMOLISHED PALACE”

Denbies  tak
alianate mansi
the reat dev
a century later after successve rounds of de
dutiesreduced the ate to s present
o the vision of the wine e
eur K
ment he bought it in 1984

is the base for tours both of the

rds and of the winery, opened in 199
Built around two courtyards, the ce
attracton s the third

WHAT'S BREWING?

the bitter-tasting anivactrial tannins that help
rotec the beer from hungry mictobes, and the
ous terpenesthat crate the beer’ aroma and

fermenters an open one, o if
DONOT lean overitand breath
vapours. It il not smel of b

ally
0h—and don'tdrop your glssesin, ithr

nd ift shop, of course, but also a farm shop
because much ofthe estate s st run
nand be

y on the site: S
occupies a building just behind
welcome to_pob

functions/meeting roo
175 quests to just 16. Other atiractions indude
a gallery and exhibition o

itselfin international tastings and compettions

GRAPE VARIETIES PLANTED Principally cold-
dimate varetesincuding Bacchus, rtega,
Reichensteinerand Rondo; als PinotNoir
and Chardonnay.

WINES Range of up o 19 induding seven
tillwhite wines, two dessert wines, a osé,
three red wines,and seven battl-fermented
sparkling white vines.




FROM THE AUTHORS

The more you know about your favourite tipple, the more pleasure it gives you. When tasting fine malt whisky you can savour

it more if you've been to the distillery where it was made — if you’ve run the raw barley through your fingers, watched it being
mashed and brewed to produce the wash, seen the wash undergoing its first and second distillations in gleaming copper stills, and
paused for reflection in the great halls of oak barrels where it ages and mellows over ten, twelve, or even twenty years.

The same is true whatever your drink of choice, and in recent years many distilleries - whisky or gin - breweries, vineyards and
cidermills have started throwing open their doors to the serious connoisseur and the merely curious alike, to share their secrets
with the public and to enhance our appreciation of their fine products. Wherever you go in Britain, you're never far from a working
brewery, distillery, vineyard or cidermill that would welcome your visit and is often equipped with a visitor centre, shop, and
restaurant to complement the tour.

In this book we’ve tried, for the first time, to put together a compendium of all such destinations to make them easy for you to find
while touring the district. We have prioritised those places which are normally open during the holiday season without the need for
advance booking, have a visitor centre and shop, and are family friendly. The book is arranged by country so that wherever your
holiday takes you, you'll be able to check quickly and easily the attractions near your campsite, B&B, holiday cottage or hotel and
make your plans for the day accordingly. And each listing comes with a brief description so you’ll know what to expect.

Among the fascinating places we’ve uncovered are:
e Bateman’s Brewery, Skegness — with a visitor centre located in an old windmill.

e Theakston’s and Black Sheep, Masham — breweries owned by warring factions of the same family who glower at each other
across a picturesque village green.

e Elgoods, Wishech — a brewery heiress married the heir to the Sutton seeds fortune, and now the beautiful gardens of their old
family home are open to the public.

o St Peter’s, Diss — with a restaurant and Visitor’s Centre located in a moated Tudor farmhouse kitted out with Gothic windows
plundered from a nearby priory.

e Summerhall/Pickerings Gin, Edinburgh — located in the operating theatre of a former animal hospital, where the gin is piped to
a pub in same complex.

We hope you enjoy exploring — and tasting. Cheers!

Ted Bruning and Rupert Wheeler, authors

TED BRUNING is a journalist and author who has managed The Good Beer Guide and written the highly successful London by Pub, a
hook of historic pub trails that was featured on TV. As well as writing extensively about the drinks trade, he imports bottled heers
from microbreweries in Northern France and leads buying expeditions for other importers across France and Belgium.

RUPERT WHEELER is an author, publisher and book packager who has worked on various drinks-related books, including The
Microbrewers’ Handbook and The Wine Producer’s Handbook. He is a former Managing Editor of Whisky Magazine and judge in the
World Whiskies Awards. He now lives in Orkney where he works part-time as a tour guide at the Highland Park distillery.
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